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e Whatis AIDS:

o Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is the virus that causes acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). When a person becomes infected with HIV,
the virus attacks and weakens the immune system. As the immune system
weakens, the person is at risk of getting life-threatening infections and cancers.

e How long people can live with AIDS:
o Many people living with HIV can expect to live as long as their peers who do not

have HIV. Studies show that a person living with HIV has a similar life

expectancy to an HIV-negative person - providing they are diagnosed in good
time, have good access to medical care, and are able to adhere to their HIV
treatment.

e IsAIDS as STD:

o HIVis a sexually transmitted infection, but it can progress to a disease called
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) when HIV infection is untreated
with HIV medicines. Other examples of STDs are chlamydia, gonorrhea, human
papillomavirus (HPV) infection, and syphilis.

e To foster early detection of HIV infection among persons with ongoing risk for HIV

* To enhance earlier referral to prevention and treatment
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